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Of Religion in general. 
Queſt. H AT do ou mean by 
Religion? a 
Anſw. TheService of God. 


Queſt. How many Gods are there ? 
Anſwu. There are many, which Ig- 
norant People call Gods; but there is 
bur one only true God, who is to be 
Worſhip'd and Serv'd by Us. 


Quelt. at do you mean by the T;1e 
. God? 


A 2 Auſw. 


Anſw. I mean an Eternal Being 
that made and governs Ire very Heat ben 
che World. agree in this.] 
 _ Queſt. ie this Being only to be 

Mirſbip'd and Serv'd by Us ? 

Anſw. For two Reaſons ; Firſt , 
Becauſe he that made, and governs 
the World, is alone ſufficient for all 
the Ends of our Worſhip and Service. 
Secondly, Becauſe he alone can have 
a Right to them. 

Queſt, Hyw is ke alone ſufficient ? 

Aa. Becauſe he that made and 
governs the World, muſt. be able to 
do all Things, and therefore able to 
do every Thing that is neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of the World. 

Queſt. How hath he alone a Right to 
our Worſhip and Service ? 

Anſw. Becauſe He having made us, 
we are His; and as He governs the 
World, to him only can belong our 
Prayer and Praiſe, by whoſe Provi- 
' dence alone we receive what we 
Want. 


\ 


| ſt. How many Religions are there? 
: J. Many Falſe, and but One 


- 


True Religion. 


in -. - aa 
Of Trae Religion. 


Queſt. Hat is True Religion ? 
Auſeo. To ſerve the True God 
in a true Way. s 

Queſt. hat is the true Way of ſerv- 
ing the true God ? 

Anſw. To ſerve him according to 
his own Will. 

Queſt. Nu can von know when you 
ſerve Lim acco-ding to his own Mill? 

Anſw. Either by his Nature, or his 
Word, which is his revealed Will. 

Quelt. ¶L bat is the Nature of God? 

Anſw. He-is a wiſe and holy, juſt 
and true, good and merciful Being. (a) 


———ů—— :H.. -- - 


(2) This nerd nat be prov'd, becauſe all the 


World agree 'n it. 
Queſt. How do you know by this, 
when a Religion is agreeable to his Will? 
Anſto. When "tis ſuitable to his Na- 
ture, botk in i Doctrines and Rules. 
Queſt. har then muſt be the Nature 
Fall true Re!igiou ? 
Aſu. The Doctrines of it muſt be 
ſuitable to the Wiſdom and Holineſs, 
the Juſtice and Truth, the Crone 
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(6) 
and Mercy of God; and the Rules of 
it! muſt teach us to be like God. 


N. B. Bythis we have à certain Standard 
to try all Religion by, from the Natural and 
Univerſal Notions of the Divin? Nature. 
eſt. Another way of knowing when 
you ſerve God according to his Will, is 
by hisIord or reveal'd Will-Where have 
you the Nord of God, or his Will reveal d 
to Tou ? 

Anſw. God has reveal'd his Will to 
us in that Book, which we call the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Queſt. How do you Eno that the 
. Scripture contains the Mill of God? © 

Anſw. For two Reaſons; Firſt, Be- 
cauſe the Doctrines of it are ſuitable 
to the Nature of God, and its Rules 
teach us to be like him. Secondly, 
Becauſe that Book was written by 
Holy Men ſent by God to declare his 
Will to his People. 

. How do you know they were 
ſent by God? 3 

Anſ. They ſhew d it by [ This bl bo 
their Works; ſome by qt 0 
Prophecy, ſome by Mi- lie] 
racles, and ſome by Both. of 


Of Falſe Religion. 


geſt. Ow do you know when any 
V H Religion is Falſe ? 
Anſw. Two Ways, Either when we 


ſerve a Falſe God ; or when we ſerve | 


the True God in a Falſe way. 

Queſt. How do Jou know when Ton 
ſerve a Falſe God ? 

Anſw. Either when we ſerve any 
more than One God; or when we 
ſerve any other God, than Him who 
made and governs the World. 

Queſt. How do Men ſerve the True 
God in a falſe Way? 


Anſw. When their Religion is con- 


trary to his Nature, or his Word, 
either in its Doctrines or Rules, (that 
is, when they are contrary to True Wiſ- 
dom and Holineſs, Juſtice and Truth, 
Goo due ſ and Mercy.) 


Of the ſeveral Religions that are is 
the World. 


Queſt. Ow many Religions are 
V H there ? 4 
e w. 


— 
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Anuſw. Four; The Heathen, Malo- 
metan, the Jewiſh, and Chriſtian. 

Queſt. Are they all True? 

Anſ. No; the Heathen and Maho- 
metan are Falſe. 

Queſt. Vio are the Heathens ? 

Auſ. They that ſerve many Gods; 
(that is, many whom they call Gods.) 

Queſt. Ny is their Religion Fulſe? 

Ar). Becauſe they ſerve Falſe Gods, 


(that is, they ſerve theſe for Gods which 


are u0 Gods.) | 

Queſt. How do Tou know this? 

Anſ. Becauſe there is but One only 
True God; | and therefore all other; 
befide him can be no God. | 


Of the Mahometan Religion. 


Queſt. W Ho are the Mahometans? 
Aafw. They who ſerve the 
True God intheFaith,andaccording to 
theLaws of the Falſe Prophet Mghkomer. 
Queſt. iy do You ſay this is a Falſe 
Religion? : >” 
Anſw. Zecauſe, tho' they ſerve the 
true God, yet it is in a falſe way. 


Quel. 


Queſt. How do you know *tis a falſe 
way? 

Anſ. Becauſe many of its Doctrines 
are contrary to the Nature of God and 
bis Will reveal d in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. [ The Authority of which in a 
great meaſure they tlemſelves allow. | 


8 EE 
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N. B. The further Prof of this, Children are 
not Judges of , and therefore it muſt be left to 
their riper Underflandings: This is ſufficient to 
ſhew them what they are to enquire after in that 

| Religion, and by what Rules they are to judge 
of ir. See Prideauzx's Life Mahomet. 


— — 


0 the Jewiſh Religion. 


Queſt. O are the Jews? 
Anſw. They who ſerve the 
true God according to the Law of 
Moſes. 


Queſt. hat is the Jewiſb Religion? 
Aaſ. A Covenant between God and 
the Children of Iſrael, deliver'd by 
God to Moſes, and by Moſes to them. 


N. B. Here "twill be proper for Children ts be. 
| pus 


* 
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put to read the account of Jacob's Name being 
chang'd to Iſrael, and hem h. Children became 8 
Nation by going into Egypt, „living by theme 
ſelves there, till Gad remov a :hcm into Canaan, 
Gen. 32. 46. &c. 


geſt. Why were the Childrea of | 
150 call d — 

Auſu. Becauſe they liv'd in the 
Land of Juden, (which had its Name 6; 
from the Tribe of Judah) as ve are 
call d Engliſh Men, becauſe we live » 
in England. [4 

1 
( 
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Queſt. Is the Jewiſh Religion true? 
Anſw. It was a True Religion; that 
is, it was a Right way of ſerving God 
heretofore, but is not fo now. 

Queſt. How do Jon know it was here- 
tofore ſo ? | 


Auſ. Becauſe they own'd and (erv'd 
no other but the One True God, in 
a True Way, according to his own 
Will. 

Queſt. Hou do Tou know the way they 
ſerved God in, was according to h own 


Will ? 

Anſ. For two Reaſons; Firit, Be- 
cauſe its Doctrines were ſuitable to the 
Nature of the True God, and its Rules 

.were 


| 


that it was deliver d by God to 


were intended to make them like 
God. 

Secondly, Becauſe it was reveal'd 
and appointed by God him Pay 
es, 
and by Moſes to the Children of 
Iſrael. 


Queſt. How do You know it was de- 


livered by God to Moles ? 


Anſw. By the Miracles which God 
wrought by Moſes, and by the Won- 


ders that were ſeen at his receiving 


it from Gon as alſo by the 1 
cies he ſpake, by which it appear d 
he was ſent by God. 


N. B. Here it may be for the Res- 
der to have Recouyſe to the — Cha 


where theſe Miracles are mention d, and Children 
oula be made to read them, till they thoroughly 
underſtand them, and the O:caſien of them, wiz. 
Exod. VII, VIII, IX. X Chapters. Exod. 


XIV. Per. 21. Exod. XVI. Yer. 15. Exod. 


XX. Ver. 24. Num. XI. Fer. 16. Num. XX. 


Pr. 31, 32. Num. XX. 8. Cc. 


Might ar Moſes . e 
People in theſe Works * a 
| Anſw. No, For ſeveral Reaſons ; 
Firſt, Becauſe the Nature of theſe Mi- 
racles was ſuch that they could not be 


.count erfeited. 2dly, 


2dly, They could not be wfought 
| by the Devil, becauſe they were done 
in Confirmation of a Holy Religion, 
_ - againſt the Devil's Inte- 


3dly, They had the 'Teſtimony of 
the Magicians themſelves, that they 
were wrought by the Finger of God. 
Athly, There were ſeveral ſtanding 
Miracles that went along with this 
Religion, after Moſes was Dead, which 
confirm what Moſes had done. 


— 


N. B. Here ri: 
ferm d 
Prieſts Brea#.plate. Exod. XXIII. 30. Of the 
Waters of Jealouſy, Num. V. 18, 19. Of the 
double Encreaſe every 6th Tear, Lev. XXVI. 


Queſt. Was there any other Proof of 
this Religion ? 
Anſ. Yes, there was the Confirma- - 


Children ſhould be in- 


the Urim and Thummim in the H gb. 


* 
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were ſent by God; and becauſe 
tney confirm d that Religion, we 
maſk look upon it as confirm d by 
G 


Queſt Where have you an Account of 
this Religion ? 

Anſ. In the Books of Moſes. 

Queſt. How are you Jure theſe Books 
e us a true Account? 

Anſ. Becauſe the Books were writ- 
ten for, and put into the Hands of 
thoſe "y Perſons, who knew the 
Truth of all that was written; and 
were not only requir'd to read them 
in private, but had them read in pub- 


lick every Sabbath-day. 


Secondly, Becauſe the whole Com- 
mon-Wealth of the Fews was Eſtab- 
liſh'd upon this Foundation, and ma- 
ny burthenſome Laws were impoſed 


upon them, which they never would 


have ſubmitted to, but upon their 
Knowledge of the 'Truth of theſe 
Things. | 

How do You know theſe are 


the Books that were firſt written ? 


Anſ. They are allow'd to be ſo by 


the Jews — , and have been 


con- 


convey d down from o ſes, from Father 
to Son, to our Time. 

Queſt. Huw can you be ſure they have 
not been alter d? 

Anſw. As much as I-can be ſure the 
Laws of any Kingdom have not been 
alter'd. 

Quelt. I yo you ſay ſo? 

Anſw. Becauſe the whole Nation of 
Jews was ee and their Rights 
determin'd by theſe Books in all Caſes, 
as other Nations are govern'd by their 
own Laws; and therefore, 'twas every 
ones Intereſt to keep them from Alte- 
ration. 

Quelt. If theſe Things be fo, why is 
not this a Right way of ſerving God now ? 

Anſw. Becauſe it was appointed on- 
ly for the Fews, and that too only for 
| a Time, till the Chriſt or promis'd 
| Saviour ſhould come. 


See Deut. XVIII, 15. Jer. XXXI. 31. 
Ter. III. 16. Pſal. CX. 4. Iſs XVIII. 21. 
/ LXV. 17. LXVI. 22, Gen. XLIX. 10. Mal. 


I. 3. IV. 2. Ia. LIX. 2o, XLIX, 8. LXI. r. 
N Ter XXIII. 6. | 


| Quelt. I this Chriſt or promiſed Savi- 
our already come ? 


Anſu. 


Auſu. Yes; becauſe the Time ap- 
pointed for his coming is paſt, accord- 
ing to the Jetes themſelves. 


Of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Queſt. W# are the Chriſtians ? 


Aunſw. They who ſerve the true 
God in the Faith, and according to the 
Laws of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Queſt. What is the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion? 

Anſ. A new Covenant between God 
and Man thro' Chriſt, wherein there 
are ſeveral Mercies promis'd by God, 
u__ ſome Conditions to be perform'd 
by Us. 

"Queſt. How do You know this is a 
True Religion ? 

Anſ. Becauſe the Chriſtians ſerve the 
One only True God, the Maker and 
Governour of the World, in a True 
Way, according to his own Will. 

Queſt. How do You kw they ſerve 
him according to his oxa Will? 

Anſ. Becauſe the Doctrines of this 
Religion are not only ſuitable to the 


B 2 Nature 


Nature of God, and its Rules teach 
us to be like God, but the whole was 
— and Appointed by God him- 
If. 
ueſt. Nu does it appear that this 
whele Religion was Reveal'd and Ap- 
pointed Ly God himfelf ? 
Anſw. By the Miracles that Jeſus 
Chriſt wrought in Confirmation of it. 
Queſt. How do You know theſe Mi- 
racles were wrought by God, and not by 
tte Devil? 
Anſ. Becauſe they were contrary to 
the Devil's Nature, and Deſign. 
eſt. How were they contrary to the 
Devil's Nature ? 


Anſ. He is conceir'd to be an Evil 
Spirit, whoſe whole Deſire is to hurt 
Mankind; whereas Chriſt's Miracles 
were in their veryNatureGoodworks, 
as being Works of Mercy and Charity. 

elt. How were they contrary to the 
Devil's De gu? 


Anſ It is the Deſign of the Devil 
to draw Men into Sin and Miſery, 
whereas the Deſign of Chriſt's Mi- 


racles was to make us holy and happy. 
Queſt. 


Queſt. Did Chriſt do nothing but 
Miracles in Proof of lis Religion? 

An. Yes, He laid down his Life in 
Confirmation of it. 

Queſt. But might not he die with a 
Falſebecd ia his Month, ? 

Anſ. No, Becauſe he ſaid, before 
he died, That he would riſe again the 
34 Day, as a Sign and Proof of his 
Aurhcrity, and according as he ſaid, 
he did. 

Queſt. Hu are Nu ſure be rofe again? 

Aiiſ. Becauſe he ſhew'd himſelf a- 
ive to many, to 502 Brethren at 
Once: He eat and drank with his 
Diſciples, and converſed with them 40 
Days together. 

Que:t. Did be give any jurther Proof 
of %, Religion ? 

Aaſ. Yes, He aſcended up into Hea- 
ven in the Preſence of his Diſciples, 
by which he ſhew'd, That God ap- 
prov d what ke had done. 

Queſt. Huw do You kaow that he was 
in Heaven ? 

Aaſ. Becauſe he ſent down "T'v 9 
Angels to 'Teſtifie that he was there ; 
and ſent the Holy Ghs/t upon the Ato- 
{tes. Acts, Chap. 1. and 2. B3 Qs. 


Holy Ghoſt ? 

Anſ. I mean divers Gifts and Pow- 
ers given by the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit of God. 

Queſt. How does the giving theſe 
Gifts and Powers, prove that Chriſt 
was in Heaven ? 

Anſ. Two Ways; Firſt, As it was a 
fulfilling his Promiſe to his Apoſtles, 
( for he ſaid be would go to Heaven, and 


would thence ſend the Holy Ghoſt the 


Comforter upon them, and bid them 
29 at Jeruſalem in Expectation of 
it. 

Secondly, As theſe Gifts and Powers 
themſelves were an Evident Proof of 
their being given by God. 

Queſt. What were theſe Apoſiles that 
kad theſe Gifts? 

Aaſ. Twelve poor Ignorant Men, 


cheſen cut by Chriſt to preach His 


Religion to all Nations. 
Queſt. Dy did Chriſt make Choice 
of ſuch neun Perſons for thi Great Work? 
Aaſ. He did it, as a farther Proof 
of his Religion, that it was not con- 
wiv d and carry d on by the Wit, or 
Power 


Queſt. bat do You mean by tle | 
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Power of Men, but only by the. Wil- 


dom and Power of God, working with 
them in thoſe Gifts. 
Queſt hat were thoſe Gifts? 
Anſ. They were of divers Kinds, 
but chiefly they were the Gift of 
Rnowledge, of Languages, and of Mi- 
racles. 


Queſt. ¶ Bat was the Gift of Knows 
ledge ? | 
Anſ. A Power whereby they were 
enabled immediately to underſtand 
every thing neceflary to be known, 
and to teach it to others. 


Quelt. How does it appear they had 
thts Gift 2 | 

Auſ. Becauſe they were poor Igno- 
rant Men, and yet taught ſuch Things 
as the Learnedſt Men never could 
attain to before, and which they 
themſelves could not have known, 
had they not been taught by God. 

Queſt. hat was the Gift of Lau- 
guages ? 

Anſ. A Power, by which they were 
enabled to ſpeak any unknown Lan- 
guage, as they had Occaſion for it in 


preaching their Religion. - Queſt. 


> a How does it appear they had 
this 


Anſ. They gave an Inſtance of it 
on the Day ct Pentecoſt (Acts 1. 2.)and 
'twas by the Help of this, they tra- 
velled and conxerted ſo many diffe- 
rent Nations. 

Quelt. What was theGift of Miracles ? 

Anſ. A Power of doing any Work, 
that the Wiſdom of God ſaw fit, for 
the Proof of their being ſent by him. 

Queſt. How does it appear they had 
this Gift? 

An. We not only read many In- 
ſlances of it in Scripture, but it would 
have been impoſſible without this to 
have ccnverted any Body to ſuch a 
Religion as the Chriſtian is. 

Queſt. y do you ſay /o ? 

Auſ. Becauſe the Apoliles had ſuch 
Difficulties to ſtruggle with, as No- 
thing but the cleareſt Evidence of the 
Power ct God, working with them, 
could overcome. 

Queſt. Mat were thoſe Difficulties ? 

Auſ. They were to overcome the 
ſtrongeſt Prejudices that Education, 
Cuſtom, Law, Vice and Intereſt could 


- | give, 


ive, beſide the utmoſt tion 

m the Princes and Powers of the 
World. 

Queſt. bat was the Reaſon of this ? 

| Anſ. Becauſe this Religion was not 
only roo Holy for that Vicious Age, 
but alſo was intended to overturn all 
other Laws and Rights of Religion 
in the World. 

; Queſt. Mere have you an Account of 
this Religion ? 

| Anſ. In the New Teſtament. 

Queſt. How do you know theſe Books 
| give us a true Account? 

Auf. Becauſe they were all wrote, 
| either by the Apoſtles themſelves, or 
P a 

ſuch Perſons as were with them all 

along, and therefore were able to 

give a true Account. 

Queſt. But might not theſe Writers 
. deceive the World? 

Anſ. No, they neither would, nor 
| could deceive. 

Queſt. hy do you ſay they would uot 
| deceive? _ 

Anj. Becauſe they could have no 
Intereſt init, but were expoſed to the 
z utmoſt Miſery, which they — 
| 1 


* ; 
would be the Confequence of what, 


they taught, and art laſt Died in Con- 
firmation of it. 

Queſt. Y do you ſay, they could not 
deceive ? 

Aaſw. Becauſe they not only liv'd 
in a Learned and Inquiſitive Age, 
which would out of Curiofity, as well 
as Intereſt and Prejudice, examine the 
Truth of what they ſaid; but they 
alſo liv'd in a Time of Peace, when 
People were at leiſure for it. 

Queſt. How do you know theſe Bookswe;: 
written by thoſe whoſe Names they bear ? 


Anſ. Becauſe we are inform'd b; 


Hiſtory, that they were in the Hand 
of Chriſtians in the Apoſtles days, a 
their Books, and have been preſerv'. 
by all Chriſtians e'er ſince, as their: 
Queſt. But may they not have been al 
ter'd fince that ? | 
Aaſ. No, becauſe they have bee 
conſtantly read among Chriſtians 1, 
publick and private, as the ſtandin 
Rule of all Chriſtian Doctrine an 
Practice. 
Queſt. Hou does this prove they hat 
not been alter d ? 


ads bw we > a AM 


Anſ. Becauſe there have been al- 
ways Hereſies and Diviſions in the 
Church, and ſince all Parties appeal 
to theſe Books as their Rule, they 
hare been all concern'd, not only to 
preſerve the Books, but alſo to keep 
them from Alteration ? 

ueſt. How do you know this has pre- 


ferv'd them from Alteration ? 


Anſ. Becauſe we actually find they 
are the ſame in all Chriſtian Churches 
at this Day, without any Material 
Difference. | 


Queſt. What uſe ought we to make of 
this ? 

Anſ. We ought to conclude, that 
theſe Books contain the Will of God ; 
as being wrote by thoſe who were 
Commiſſion'd by him to reveal his 
Will to Mankind, and that all things 
in theſe Books are true. 

Queſt. If ſo, what will follows from 
thence ? 

Anſ. That the Chriſtian is the on- 
ly true Religion, according to the 
Faith and Laws of which alone, we 
can ſerve the true God, ſo as to be 
accepted by Him. 

FINIS. 


